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Friends of  Craig Brook Officers 

Treasurer 
John Laslie of Orland is the Friends of Craig 
Brook’s new Treasurer. John is no stranger to 
figures and keeping the books, as he’s had 
years of experience in budgets, expenditures 
and allotments. John oversees Friends of 
Craig Brook NFH finances including member-
ship, activity support payments and student 
scholarships at Greenland Point Center. 

Secretary 
Tom McKechnie of Sedgwick is our new 
Secretary, and has been doing a great job at 
this time-demanding position. In addition to 
regular documentation of FCB meetings, Tom 
has been busy working on a possible grant 
for additional funding for the Friends of Craig 
Brook Atlantic Salmon Museum addition.  

President 
Kit Migel of Brooklin heads up the Friends of 
Craig Brook National Fish Hatchery in an im-
pressive way. He’s taken our message to Cap-
itol Hill more than once, speaking with our 
Congressional Team in Washington about en-
dangered Atlantic salmon and the work of the 
Friends of Craig Brook and the staff of Craig 
Brook National Fish Hatchery. 

Vice President 
Wally Palmer of Brooksville is past president  
and charter member of the Friends of Craig 
Brook NFH since 1994. He is a key mover in 
behalf of the original Friends Museum as well 
as a tireless driver in support of the new mu-
seum addition. It was Wally, along with Charlie 
Shoppe and George Partridge, who renovated 
the old ice house as the original museum. 
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Friends of Craig Brook NFH Museum  ~   New Addition Goal 
Fund raising to complete the new museum addition continues to be a challenge during these 
economic hard times, but the Friends keep pressing on! Our ultimate goal is $200,000.  

Friends of Craig Brook 
NFH new museum addition 

See page 2  
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Friends of Craig Brook  
Atlantic Salmon Museum Addition 

New Atlantic Salmon Museum Addition 
    Designed by Friends of Craig Brook members and Sealander Studios of Ellsworth, the new 
addition will double the space of the existing museum, allowing more room for interpretive dis-
plays depicting the Atlantic salmon fishing heritage of Maine. The larger accommodations will al-
so allow the Friends to host educational activities for adults and area school children, and to pro-
vide an appropriate location for meetings. The dimensions of the addition are 34’ x 25’, and will 
be joined to the original museum by a 12’ wide, 8’ long corridor. It is in this connecting corridor 
that the Plank Donation plaques will be displayed. The new museum will have a western expo-
sure toward Alamoosook Lake, offering another option for meetings on the deck during the 
warmer summer months. 
    The Friends of Craig Brook, through the generosity of many benefactors as well as many local 
fund raising events, have raised $43,000 for the project. $11,000 has already been expended for 
the installation of the footings, foundation, fill and slab of the new facility as seen above. The pro-
ject is expected to cost about $200,000. 
    In its final form, the complex at Craig Brook is envisioned as a campus of learning for the pub-
lic— an educational setting which blends Atlantic salmon fishing heritage at the Friends of Craig 
Brook Atlantic Salmon Museum, a state-of-the-art conservation hatchery for Atlantic salmon pop-
ulation recovery, a well-appointed visitor center, a Fishery Resources Office in support of habitat 
restoration along with numerous opportunities for graduate study— all a collective and fitting trib-
ute to Charles G. Atkins who began Craig Brook “Station” in 1871. 
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The FCB Museum will grow in size when the new addition is complete, but it’s also grow-
ing now, as generous donors add more holdings to the collection... 

John Sisco of Blue Hill (above right) donates a 1923 Orvis 
bamboo rod made by Arthur Moffatt, to the Friends of Craig 
Brook Atlantic Salmon Museum. It is truly an antique. Accept-
ing for the Friends is Vice President Wally Palmer.  Did you 
know the word “angler” originated in Medieval England with 
the bamboo rod? Back then, before fiberglass and graphite 
composites, fishing rods were often made of light, tough and 
pliable bamboo or ash, with maple butts and cork grips. They 
were known then as “angles”.  

A second greatly prized addition to the Friends of Craig Brook Atlantic Salmon Museum is the 
1904 Maine Guide Boat, donated by Ms. Betty Harper of Whitefield, New Hampshire. The boat 
was inherited by Betty’s father, who acquired it from his father. Betty explains the boat became a 
very important part of her family’s lives. Her father was a Maine Guide and used the boat on Cold 
Stream and the Narrows in Lincoln for toque and salmon fishing, and during the great depression 
years he used it trapping mink and beaver on the East Branch of the Penobscot. Betty’s husband 
inherited the boat in 1959 and treasured it dearly. Don had it fiber glassed and the Canadian oar-
locks installed. He used the boat extensively on many Maine lakes to catch huge small mouth 
bass. It was moved to New York for a time, then after Don’s death in 2002 Ms. Harper wanted it 
returned to Maine. This priceless museum memorabilia is 106 years old! 
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Friends Present Display 
at Cabin Fever Reliever 2010 

Phil Graff was one of three Friends of Craig 
Brook members who staffed the FCB display 
this year at Cabin Fever Reliever 2010. Many 
people attended, enjoying well over a hundred 
displays and presentations centered upon 
wildlife, hunting, fishing, art displays, fly tying, 
tracking, habitat restoration projects and en-
dangered wild Atlantic salmon. FCB staff on 
site were Richard Hero, Bill Mulliken and Phil 
Graff. 

Sportsman’s Show 
At the Sportsman’s Show in March, Tom 
McKechnie, Richard Hero and Phil Graff rep-
resented FCB. Phil donated a beautiful brook 
trout he personally carved which raised money 
for the new museum addition. The raffle for 
the work of art was won by Cappy Introne of 
Orono. What a prize! 

Fly Tying Workshops 
Two fly tying workshops were held on consec-
utive Saturdays at Craig Brook during Febru-
ary, one on salt water flies conducted by Cap-
tain Pete Douvarjo and the second on fresh 
water flies conducted by Harold Shaw. The 
events were well attended, with both filling to 
capacity.  

Phil Graff displays his handiwork of an Atlantic 
salmon grilse, which he donated to the Friends 
of Craig Brook Atlantic Salmon Museum. 

Photo by Bill Mulliken 
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Randi Sue Smith visited the FCB Museum in 
March. Randi is Curator and Archivist at the  
U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s D.C. Booth His-
toric National Fish Hatchery and Archives in 
Spearfish, South Dakota. Randi provided 
some very helpful recommendations for the  
Charles G. Atkins Archives during her visit  
here at Craig Brook NFH. 
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Signs for the hatchery trail system were con-
structed and installed by a joint team of the 
Friends of Craig Brook NFH and Great Pond 
Mountain Conservation Trust. Tasks involved 
routing, painting and installing signs and clear-
ing the trails of winter debris to allow safer use 
of the trail system by the visiting public. Thir-
teen volunteers were on hand at the facility to 
help with the work on April 10th. Past presi-
dent Clara Fish provided water, coffee and re-
freshments. Thanks to all !! FCB 

FCB President Richard Hero was recently 
elected Chairman at the annual meeting of the 
National Fisheries Friends Partnership (NFFP) 
in Arlington, VA, in April. The NFFP is a new 
compilation of Fisheries Friends groups, busi-
nesses, educational institutions and other con-
servation groups in support of U. S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service fisheries programs across the 
United States. Richard also travelled to the 
FWS National Conservation Training Center in 
Shepherdstown, WV this past March where he 
attended a Region 5 Friends workshop . 

 
Friends of Craig Brook NFH President 
Richard Hero travels to NCTC  Craig Brook NFH Trail Signage Produced 

and Installed By Joint Team  
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If you would like to donate construction dollars in support of completing the 
new FCB Museum addition, please complete the form below and send to: 
   
Name ___________________________________ 
Address__________________________________ 
City/Town___________________  State ________ 
Zip ____________ 

    The Friends of Craig Brook National Fish Hatchery is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization 
established in 1994. The Friends of Craig Brook National Fish Hatchery IRS Tax ID number is 
01-0506346. 

John Laslie, Treasurer 
Friends of Craig Brook NFH 
306 Hatchery Road 
East Orland, ME 04431 
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